
 
 
 

Common Ground in the Commonwealth Poll  
A project of the Commonwealth Foundation 

Q1 2023 Survey of 600 Registered Voters 

 
 

Table of Contents 
 
Commonwealth Sentiment Series: ............................................................................................................... 2 

Pennsylvania Policy & Elected Official Series: .............................................................................................. 7 

State Policy Series: ..................................................................................................................................... 17 

Federal Policy Series: .................................................................................................................................. 22 

Jobs & The Economy Series: ....................................................................................................................... 31 

Educational Systems Series: ....................................................................................................................... 36 

Demographic Section ................................................................................................................................. 38 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Update: An earlier version of these results included transposed labeling for some favorability questions. These have 
been addressed in the updated version below. 
 
This survey is a nonpartisan project of The Commonwealth Foundation, serving as an educational resource to better 
inform the citizens of Pennsylvania about key issues. This survey does not endorse or oppose any candidates for 
state or federal office. 
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Common Ground Poll 
Q1 2023 Survey of 600 Registered Voters 

Field Dates: March 24 – 29, 2023 
Margin of Error: ± 4 
 
You have been selected today to participate in a survey of Pennsylvanians on a confidential basis. This is a rare 
opportunity to voice your opinions, and your responses will be kept confidential. You are not being asked to buy 
anything or donate money. We simply want to know what you think and how you feel. 
 
A. Are you, or is anyone in your household, employed by the news media, a market research firm, an elected 

official, or actively involved with political campaigns? 
 
 100% No (continue) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
B. Are you currently registered to vote in Pennsylvania? 
 
 100% Yes (continue) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Commonwealth Sentiment Series: 
  
NW. Would you say that things in America are going in the right direction, or has the country fundamentally 

gotten off on the wrong track? (ROTATE 1-2) 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CW. Would you say that things in Pennsylvania are going in the right direction, or has the state fundamentally 

gotten off on the wrong track? (ROTATE 1-2) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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AW. (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)… Have you or someone you know thought about leaving Pennsylvania for a 
different state due to Pennsylvania’s policies? (ALLOW MULTIPLE RESPONSES FOR 1-3) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(IF RESPONSE 1-3: YES, IN PREVIOUS QUESTION (AW), ASK) 
 
AW2. (SELECT UP TO THREE)… What was the primary reason for thinking about moving from Pennsylvania to 

another state? (RANDOMIZE RESPONSES) (ALLOW FOR 3 RESPONSES) 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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(IF RESPONSE 1-3: YES, IN QUESTION AW, ASK) 
 
AW3. Is there another state you would relocate to if you could? If so, please list (up to 3) from the drop-down 

menu. (ALLOW FOR 3 RESPONSES ON RESPONSE 1) 
 

 
… 
 

          
                 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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(ASK ALL) 
 
DW. Please rank the three most important problems facing the country today, with 1 being the most important 

problem facing the country. 
 
 
         RANK 1            RANK 2    RANK 3 

 
       
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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EW. Please rank the three most important problems facing Pennsylvania today, with 1 being the most important 
problem facing the state. 

 
 
        RANK 1          RANK 2    RANK 3 

 
       
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Pennsylvania Policy & Elected Official Series: 
 
BC. Which of the following do you think would be the best candidate to represent you and your neighbors in 

Congress? (RANDOMIZE) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
You will now read a list of governmental entities. After each, please indicate how closely you follow each entity’s 
activities. If you don’t know or haven’t heard of the entity, please note that. (RANDOMIZE QUESTIONS IN SERIES) 
 
EO1. Your local government  
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EO2. The state government in Harrisburg 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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EO3. The federal government in Washington, D.C.  
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
GA. Do you (ROTATE) approve or disapprove (END ROTATE) of the job Governor Josh Shapiro is doing? 
 (ROTATE 1-4,4-1) 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________  
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You will now read a list of key officials and institutions in Pennsylvania. After each, please indicate if you have a 
favorable or unfavorable opinion if each. If you don’t know or haven’t heard of the entity, please note that.  
(ROTATE 1-4,4-1) (RANDOMIZE QUESTIONS IN SERIES) 
 
EO4. Governor Josh Shapiro 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EO5. Lt. Governor Austin Davis 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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EO6. PA House Speaker Joanna McClinton 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EO7. Former PA House Speaker Mark Rozzi 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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EO8. PA Senate President Kim Ward 
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EO9. PA State House 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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EO10. PA State Senate 
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EO11. State Supreme Court 
 
 
 

  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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EO12. Philadelphia District Attorney Larry Krasner 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EO13. Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  



Common Ground in the Commonwealth Poll Q1 2023  
A project of the Commonwealth Foundation  14 

EO14. Acting Attorney General Michelle Henry  
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EO15. Auditor General Tim DeFoor  
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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EO16. Treasurer Stacy Garrity 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EO17. Philadelphia Phillies 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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EO18. Pittsburgh Pirates 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PASEN. (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)… Please select the following individuals you would like to see run for U.S. 

Senate in 2024. (RANDOMIZE 1-8) (ALLOW FOR MULTIPLE RESPONSES UNLESS 10-11) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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State Policy Series: 
 
State lawmakers in Harrisburg are proposing a number of amendments to the Pennsylvania Constitution that, if 
passed by the General Assembly, would go before voters in a ballot referendum that voters can vote yes or no on.  
 
After each of the following amendments, please indicate if you would vote yes or no for the amendment. 
 
(ROTATE 1-4,4-1) (RANDOMIZE QUESTIONS IN SERIES) 
 
 
SP. Would you vote “yes” or “no” on an amendment modernizing Pennsylvania election laws to require voter 

identification? 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SQ. Would you vote “yes” or “no” on an amendment that prevents unelected bureaucrats from making significant 

and costly policy changes without input from your directly elected representatives? 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SR. Would you vote “yes” or “no” on an amendment that would allow individuals for whom a statutory limitation 
period has already expired to have a period of two years to commence lawsuits arising from childhood 
sexual abuse? 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SA. Which of the following statements comes closest to your own opinion about the process to amend the state 

constitution? 
 
(ROTATE STATEMENTS) 
 
Statement A: Amending the state constitution erodes checks and balances because it doesn’t require the 

governor’s signature. 
 
Statement B: Amending the state constitution provides ample checks and balances because it puts proposed 

amendments directly to voters. 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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You will now read a list of bipartisan measures supported by Governor Shapiro during his campaign. After each, 
please indicate if you support or oppose Governor Shapiro and lawmakers in Harrisburg working across the aisle to 
enact these measures in 2023.  
 
(ROTATE 1-4,4-1) (RANDOMIZE QUESTIONS IN SERIES) 
 
ET. Expanding tax credit scholarships, which allow businesses to donate money to nonprofit organizations that 

provide scholarships to low-income and middle-income children in Pennsylvania to attend pre-kindergarten 
or K-12 private school. 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
LS. Lifeline Scholarships for students in the worst performing schools - bottom 15% - allowing parents to use 

government-funded education opportunity accounts for restricted educational expenses, including tuition, 
tutoring, online education programs, and therapies for students with special needs. 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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LP. Lowering Pennsylvania’s tax rate on businesses to 4% by 2025 to spur economic growth by attracting new 
companies to the state and encouraging existing businesses to remain in Pennsylvania. 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EA. Expanding access to telemedicine, providing Pennsylvanians with increased access to affordable health 

care. 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AC. Addressing and resolving concerns about new carbon taxes that would increase families’ electric utility bills. 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SU. Speeding up the process for businesses and individuals to obtain state-issued professional licenses, 
permits, or certifications - and holding government bureaucrats accountable for delays. 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SB. Which of the following statements come closest to your own opinion about the role of state government? 
 
(ROTATE STATEMENTS) 
 
Statement A: The state government is trying to do too many things that should be left to individuals, community 

organizations, and businesses. 
 
Statement B: The government should do more to solve our state’s problems. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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SPB1. Thinking about Pennsylvania's state government… How well do you believe Pennsylvania’s state 
government functions compared to other states? (ROTATE TOP TO BOTTOM, BOTTOM TO TOP) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Federal Policy Series: 
 
Now, thinking for a moment about the federal government… 
 
GENB. If the 2024 Presidential elections were held today, how would you vote if your options were between a 

(ROTATE) Republican or Democratic (END ROTATE) candidate? (ROTATE 1-4,4-1) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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PA. Do you (ROTATE) approve or disapprove (END ROTATE) of the job President Joe Biden is doing? 
 (ROTATE 1-4,4-1) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
You will now read a list of key federal officials and institutions. After each, please indicate if you have a favorable or 
unfavorable opinion of each. If you don’t know or haven’t heard of the entity, please note that. 
 
(ROTATE 1-4,4-1) (RANDOMIZE QUESTIONS IN SERIES) 
 
FP1. President Joe Biden 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FP2. Vice President Kamala Harris 
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FP3. U.S. Senator John Fetterman 
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FP4. U.S. Senator Bob Casey 
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FP5. U.S. House Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FP6. U.S. House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries 
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FP7. U.S. Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell 
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FP8. U.S. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer  
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FP9. U.S. House of Representatives 
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FP10. U.S. Senate 
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FP11. U.S. Supreme Court 
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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FP12. The Republican Party 
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FP13. The Democratic Party  
 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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PAPR. (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)… Please select the following individuals you would like to see run for 
president in 2024. (RANDOMIZE 1-23) (ALLOW FOR MULTIPLE RESPONSES UNLESS 25-26) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FP. Do you think the federal government today has (ROTATE) too much power, about the right amount of 

power, too little power (END ROTATE)? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Jobs & The Economy Series: 
 
Moving on to your opinions about jobs and the economy… 
 
EGEN. Which political party’s policies do you think are better for the economy? (ROTATE 1-2) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JE. Would you say that you and your family are financially (ROTATE) better off, about the same, worse off (END 

ROTATE) as you were two years ago? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EC. How would you rate the economic conditions in Pennsylvania today? (ROTATE 1-4, 4-1) 
 

    
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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EC2. Currently, do you think economic conditions in Pennsylvania are getting (ROTATE) better or worse (END 
ROTATE) for you personally? (ROTATE 1-4,4-1) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IC. How much has inflation and recent price increases impacted you or your household’s ability to maintain your 

standard of living? (ROTATE 1-4,4-1) 
    

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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RG. Do you (ROTATE) agree or disagree (END ROTATE) with the following statement: The federal tax code is 
rigged with loopholes and complex regulations that only benefit the politically well-connected and people 
who can afford accountants and tax lawyers. (ROTATE 1-4,4-1) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
FT. Would you say that the amount of state and federal taxes that are taken from your paycheck is (ROTATE) 

too high, currently at the right level, too low (END ROTATE)? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TB. Would you say that compared to other states, Pennsylvania taxes are (ROTATE) too high, about average, 

too low (END ROTATE)? 
 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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(IF RESPONSE 1: Too high; or 2: About Average IN PREVIOUS QUESTION, ASK) 
 
TB2. Has Pennsylvania’s high tax burden led you to consider moving to another state? (ROTATE 1-2,2-1) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(ASK ALL) 
 
WO. On average, Americans must work nearly four months a year to earn enough to pay their annual tax 

obligations. Do you feel that you (ROTATE) should spend less time working to meet tax obligations, spend 
an appropriate amount of time working to meet tax obligations, should spend more time working to meet tax 
obligations? (END ROTATE) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
JS. Thinking about the job situation in Pennsylvania today, would you say that it is now a (ROTATE) good time 

or a bad time (END ROTATE) to find a quality job? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PB. Do you think the state of Pennsylvania is (ROTATE) worse for businesses than it was 10 years ago, about 

the same for businesses than it was 10 years ago, better for businesses than it was 10 years ago? (END 
ROTATE) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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PE. Thinking a moment about Pennsylvania's state economy… How would you rank Pennsylvania’s economic 
conditions compared to other states? (ROTATE TOP TO BOTTOM, BOTTOM TO TOP) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PEC. Which, if any, of the following states do you believe have a better economic outlook than Pennsylvania? 

(SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)  (RANDOMIZE 1-14) (ALLOW FOR MULTIPLE RESPONSES UNLESS 15-
17) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Educational Systems Series: 
 
Now, thinking a moment about the educational systems in Pennsylvania… 
 
ES. How would you grade the quality of Pennsylvania’s K-12 school system? 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(IF RESPONSE 2-6 IN PREVIOUS QUSTION, ASK) 
 
PAED. What, if any, would you say are reasons you are dissatisfied with the quality of education that students in 

Pennsylvania receive? (SELECT ALL THAT APPLY)… (RANDOMIZE RESPONSES 1-16) (ALLOW FOR 
MULTIPLE RESPONSES UNLESS 18-19) (ALLOW OPEN ENDED ON 17) 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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(ASK ALL) 
 
US. Do you (ROTATE) agree or disagree (END ROTATE) with the following statement: Pennsylvania has 

arbitrary school district boundaries that traditionally force underprivileged students into under-performing 
schools. All kids should have access to the best public schools, regardless of location. (ROTATE 1-4,4-1) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ES. If financial costs were of no concern, what type of school would you select to obtain the best education for 

your child? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
EF. According to data from the Pennsylvania Department of Education, public school districts in Pennsylvania 

have more than $5 billion in reserve funds. Should school districts be required to use excess reserves 
before raising taxes to increase funding?  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Demographic Section 
 
Now just a few questions to make sure we have a representative sample – 
 
BDC. Which of these have you used as a source for news in the last week? Check all that apply. (RANDOMIZE 

RESPONSES 1-13) (ALLOW FOR MULTIPLE RESPONSES UNLESS 15)   
 

  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MF. Now thinking about some key news media institutions, please indicate which of the following would you say 
you trust, or have a favorable opinion of. Check all that apply. (RANDOMIZE RESPONSES) (ALLOW FOR 
MULTIPLE RESPONSES)   

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NT. In general, how much trust and confidence do you have in the mass media -- such as newspapers, TV and 

radio -- when it comes to reporting the news fully, accurately and fairly? (ROTATE 1-4,4-1) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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D1.  In what year were you born?    
___  ___  ___  ___  
 
D1_A. IF UNSURE OR REFUSED, ASK: Which of the following categories best describes your age? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D2. What is your gender? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D3.  Did you vote in the most recent November 2022 election? 
  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D3A.  How likely are you to vote in next year’s Pennsylvania primary? (ROTATE 1-4,4-1) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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D3B.  How likely are you to vote in your 2023 Pennsylvania municipal elections? (ROTATE 1-4,4-1) 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D4. Are you or is anyone in your household a member of a trade, teacher or labor union? 
  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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D5. In politics today, and regardless of how you are registered, do you consider yourself to be a (ROTATE) 
Republican, Independent, or Democrat?  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(ASK ALL) 
 
D6.  Do you consider yourself to be of Hispanic or Latino descent, such as Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, or 

some other Central or Latin American background? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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D7.  And which of the following best describes your racial background? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D8. We want to classify people into broad income groups only. Would you estimate your total household income 

to be…? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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D9.  What is the highest level of formal education that you have completed? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D10. Would you best describe the neighborhood or area you live in as… (ROTATE 1-3, TOP-TO-BOTTOM, 

BOTTOM-TO-TOP) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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D11.  Thinking for a moment about your social, economic, and political views…Do you consider yourself to be 
(ROTATE 1-5, TOP-TO-BOTTOM, BOTTOM-TO-TOP) a conservative, moderate or liberal…? 

 

  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
D12. Do you or anyone in your household own a gun? 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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D13.  Which county in Pennsylvania do you currently reside?  
 

            
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


